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NEW-JERUSALEM MISSIONARY. 

Agreeably to a promise given in our last, we now 
commence the insertion of Mr. Woodworth’s reply 
to our remarks, &c. 

MR. WOODWORTH’S REPLY. 

“ In our last number we disposed of Mr, Fitz’s 
first paragraph, by showing that we did answer each 
of the questions which he proposed, notwithstanding 
his repeated assertions to the contrary. We shall 
now proceed, as was then proposed, to prove that 
the instantaneous change, alluded to by Mr. F., in 
his second paragraph, is not a change of man’s moral 
character, but only of his mode of existence. 

“In the fifteenth chapter of Paul’s First Epistle 
to the Corinthians, the apostle endeavours to ‘Qo 
away the absurd idea which many of the early con- 
verts to Christianity enteitained, that the material 
body would be raised from the grave at some future 
period, be re-united to the soul, and inherit the king- 
dom of God. He, therefore, assures them, emphat- 
ically, that the material body, which is committed to 
the earth, ‘ is not that body which shall be ;’ that 
‘there is anatural body, and there is a spiritual body ;’ 
and that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom 
of God.’ He then proceeds to remove from their 
minds that fallacious idea, (which was previously en- 
tertained, also, by Martha, the sister of Mary,) that 
we shall ‘ all sleep’ in the grave, until ‘ the resurrec- 
tion at the last day.’ He assures his Corinthian 
brethren that ‘ we shall not all sleep ; but we shall all 
be changed in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, 
at the last trump, (for the trumpet shall gound,) and 
the dead shall be raised incorruptible, and we shall 
be changed.’ As if he had said, ‘ As soon as we are 
separated from the corruptible material body, that 
moment, “ in the twinkling of an eye,” we shall find 
ourselves in the eternal world, clothed in spiritual 
bodies, which are immontal and incorruptible. To 
us, who ‘have fought the good fight,’ and who 
‘ know that we have passed from death unto life, be- 
cause we love the brethren ; to us the death of the 
material body gives no terrors—to us the tyrant has 
no sting, the grave no victory-—for ‘ we shall not all 
sleep’ in the dust, ‘ but we shall all be changed in a 
moment, in the twinkling of an eye’—to us the 
summons of death is but the last trump of an areh- 
angel calling us to the glorious realities of an eter- 
nal life in heaven. We obeyed the call of the first 
trumpet, which awoke us to repentance, and led us 
On to a complete victory over our spiritual enemies ; 
why, then, should we fear the last trumpet, which 
mvites us to the sweet reward of all our labours ? 
‘Flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of 


ble bodies, and put on incorruption ; let us cheer- 
fully relinquish this state of mortality, and put on 
immortality. Thus will death be ‘ swallowed up in 
victory.” *O death! where is thy sting! O grave! 
where is thy victory! The sting of death is sin; 
but thanks be to God, we have obtained a complete 
victory over sin, through the assistance of redeem- 
ing grace. * Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye 
steadfast, unmoveable, always abounding in the 
work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your 
labour is not in vain in the Lord.’ So says the 
great apostle of the Gentiles; but what says our 
modern apostle of the Universalists respecting the 
efficacy of man’s labour and works ? Take his own 
words: ‘ Man can do nothing! Hatieiosan!’ 

“ From what has been said above, it will be seen 
that the immortality and the incorruption spoken of 
by Paul, is ‘ put on’ by every soul, in the same mo- 
ment that it leaves the mortal, material, and corrup- 
tible body. The righteous and the wicked, in this 
single instance, are alike; for an immortal state of 
existence awaits them both. This seemed like a 
mystery to the young converts of Corinth, who had 
been educated in a very different belief. They 
looked forward to death as a state of indeterminate 
and inconscious sleep. They knew not that the 
soul was the real man, and that the material body 
was merely an adjunct or covering to enable it to 
act during its period of probation in a material world. 
They concluded, therefore, that when the body fell 
asleep all the powers and faculties of the human 
mind must fall asleep with it, and remain in that 
cheerless state until awakened by the last trumpet, 
at the end of the world. This was giving a victory 
to the grave which it can never claim ; and in order 
to remove such gloomy ideas from their minds, the 
apostle assures them that so far from sleeping some 
thousands of years in the earth, ‘ we shall all be 
changed’ at the moment of death, and become im- 
mortal and incorruptible. 

“In his third paragraph, Mr. F. requests us to 
show how man is to ‘ labour jointly’ with God, in ef- 
fecting a change in hisown moral character. We are 
sorry to receive such a request from Mr. F. inas- 
much as it implies a want of that me: tal experience 
which we hoped was familiar to every follower of 
Christ. But, as it is a question of vital importance, 
it shall receive the best answer of which we are ca- 
pable. 

‘The first duty to be discharged by man in co- 
operating with God to produce that moral change 
which all must experience in this world, or be for ever 
miserable in the nezt, is the work of REPENTANCE, 





God.” Let us then part willingly with our corrupti- 


for this is the beginning and foundation of the 
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church in the buman mind. By rerenTANcE we 
do not mean a mere regret and sorrow for having 
committed certain sins, but a firm and unbending 
resolution to abstain from all sins in future ; a rigid 
determination to resist every corrupt propensity of 
the will; and, as far as in him lies, to shun evils, 
both in thought and act, as sins against Ged. To 
shun them from any other motive than this, (viz. 
because they are sins against God) is not genuine 
repentance. The Lord loves all men, but-he can- 


not conjoin himself with any so long as they love 


and practise evil; and without conjunction with 
him there can be no happiness for the creature. 
Every one, therefore, who wishes to be conjoined 
to the Lord, which is but another word for regene- 
ration and salvation, must first do the work of re- 
pentance ; examine his own heart, search out and 
discover all its latent propensities to evil, fight against 
thein by faithfully practising the contrary virtues ; 
always remembering and acknowledging, with hu- 
mility and gratitude, that the power to do all this is 
continually given bim from on high. All the pre- 
cepts of the gospel unite in urging us to commence 
this indispensable duty ; all the exhortations of the 
Bible, from the beginning to end, may be summed 
up in a few short sentences like the following : 
* Repent, ye, for the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ 
Again, ‘ Repent, and be converted.’ And, again, 
* Work out your own salvation with fear aad trem- 
bling.’ Let this great work of REPENTANCE be com- 
menced with sincerity and earnestness, and it will 
soon lead to a state of REFORMATION, which will 
finally terminate in REGENERATION, when the faith- 
ful labourer will begin to love the Lord his God with 
all bis beart,and with all his soul,and with all his mind, 
and his neighbour as himself, and thus keep all the 
commandments, fulfil all the law and the prophets,‘ for 
love is the fulfilling of the law.’ But no man can 
thus fulfil the law until he has first passed through 
the states above mentioned ; because, until then, he 
cannot love his brother as himself. The apostle 
makes this love of onr neighbour the test by which 
we may know when we hare passed through those 
states. He says, ‘we know that we have passed 
from death unto life, because we love the brethren.’ 
And if we cannot then love our neighbour unul we 
have passed these states of REPENTANCE and RE- 
FORMATION, how much less can we love God above 
all things! for, ‘if a man say, ‘I love God,’ and 
hateth his brother, he is a liar; for he that loveth 
not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he 
love God whom he hath not seen 7 

“In compliance with Mr. Fitz’s request, we have 
thus, very briefly, shown ‘ how man can co-operate 
with God,’ in producing a change in his own moral 
character. He must examine his own heart, search 
eut and discover its latent evils, and manfully fight 
against them, by faithfully practising the opposite 
virtues. ‘Cease to do evil—learn to do well.’ But 
Mr. F. seems to think that this is taking too much 
trouble, and has, therefore, persuaded himself and 
others, that the work here pointed out is neither ne- 
cessary nor practicable. Alas, Sir, let me intreat you 

* Lay not this flattering unction to your soul.’ 


Mr. F. seems to think that man’s Rerentaycy 
would be a ‘ wondrous thing,’ and with great self. 
complacency exclaims, as he wraps up his Lord's 
pound in a napkin, *Triumphent truth! Gop atroyy 
does wondrous things ! Man can do nothing ! Hat- 
LELUJAH!’ 

“In Mr. F.’s third paragraph, he objects to on, 
doctrine of co-operation, on the ground that man is 
merely ‘the humble recipient of God's goodness.’ 
So he is. It isan eternal truth, that the soul ot 
man is merely a recipient vessel, prepared to re- 
ceive life and light, goodness and truth, from the 
Lord. But what then? Is he not imperiously and 
continually required to return these gifts back to 
God, with interest, m the fruits of righteous—in q 
life of virtue and usefulness ? Is not a ploughed field 
a recipient of the sower’s seed? and has the earth 
no agency in producing the expected fruits? Le 
the Lord’s own words answer this question, where 
he compares the kingdom of God, in the soul, 
the process of natural vegetation. ‘For the earth 
(says he) bringeth forth fruit of herself: first the 
blade, then the ear; after that, the full corn ip 
the ear.’ The comparison would be &bsurd if man 
did not, like the earth, bring forth fruits of himself, 
after the seed of divine truth has been sown in his 
heart. ‘For we are Jabourers together with God: 
ye are God's husbandry,’ and are required to ‘ bring 
forth fruits worthy of repentance.’ But if Mr. F 
had stood among the crowd to whom this last re 
quirement was addressed, he would, doubtless, have 
exclaimed, ‘How can we bring forth such fruits? 
Man can do nothing! Harte vosan!” 

“Mr. F. asks, ‘will not man be good when he 
shall be raised in the heavenly image 2” We answer, 
Yes ; but it remains with Mr. F. to prove that all 
men are thus raised. St. Paul does not intimate 
such a thing. He merely says to the Corinthian 
converts, that ‘ize shall bear the image of the hea- 
venly,’ meaning himself, and all others of the 
church who, like him, had ‘ fought the good fight’ 
against their internal evils ; and who could say with 
John; ‘ We know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethren.” 

“ Again—Mr. F. inquires, in his fourth para- 
graph, ‘Is not the being raised immortal, &c. a sal- 
vation?’ Here we answer, .Vo; immortality, of it- 
self, is not salvation ; for devils (grant us such beings 
for a moment) will live for ever, and are, of course, 
immortal. Every soul (at the moment of its separa- 
tion from the body) will be raised to immortality. 
* They that have done good, unto the resurrection 
of life ; and they that have done evil, unto the resur- 
rection of damuation.’ The rich man was immortal 
in heli; Lazaius was not more so in heaven. We 
admit that this was a parable ; but we deny that the 
Lord would inculcate false doctrine, even in a 
parable.” 

(To be continued.) 
REMARKS. 

Mr. Woodworth has undertaken to prove “ that 
the instantaneous change” spoken of by Paul, in 
1 Cor. xv. “is not a change of man’s moral charac- 





ter, but only of his mode of existence.” Fortunately 
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, rhimself and his neighbours, he has utterly failed 
in his attempt; although he stopped Paul’s mouth, 
and gave an account of the matter more to his 
liking. We do not approve of rejecting so good 
evidence as Paul’s testimony. If any of Mr. W.’s 
readers prefer his testimony, and count Paul’s of 
little worth, we cannot help it. We appeal to all 
honest candid men, “ to whom these presents shall 
some ;’—we say, Friends, and brethren, you are 
ipterested in the matter now at issue. If you be- 
lieve Mr. W.to be better authority than Christ's 
ipostle Paul, we shall labour with you in vain. But, 
if you believe Paul’s testimony, when it contradicts 
Mr. W.’s, then, we pray you, give good heed to the 
jollowing : 

Mr. Woodworth says, “ Thus will death ‘ be swal- 
lowed up in victory,’ &c. {How ?] thanks be to 
God, we have obtained [WE, ourselves, have ob- 
tained) a complete victory over sin, through the 
assistance of redeeming grace.” [Grace assisted, 
but WE obtained a complete victory!!!) 

Cheist’s Apostle Paul says, “ But thanks to God, 
who giveth us the victory, through our Lord Jesus 
Christ.” 

Reader, pause—consider yourself in the presence 
of the heart-searching God, and answer, Do the 
“words, * God giveth,” mean “ WE have obtained ?” 
Reader, this subject is not one to be trifled with. 
You may conceal the convictions and sentiments of 
vour heart from man, and speak for a party; but, 
remember, Truth will prevail, and “ all that are in- 
censed shall be ashamed.” 

What does Paul mean, when he says, (2 Cor. v. 
18.) * And all things are of God, who hath recon- 
ciled us to himself by Jesus Christ?” Does Paul 
mean that a part is of God? That we reconcile our- 
selves? That “we have obtained a complete vic- 
tory?” We pity the man, whose head and heart is 
so waywardly bent on perversion of the testimony 
of God’s inspired servants. Mr. W., as is common 
tothose in error, mistukes the time of the victory. 
He says, “To us who ‘have fought the good fight,’ 
and who ‘know that we have passed from death 
unto life, because we love the brethhen; to us the 
death of the material body gives no terrors—to us 
the tyrant has no sting, the grave no victory,” &c. 
But Paul says, “ When this cormuptible shall have 
put on incortuption, and this mortal shall have put 
on immortality, Zhen [not before,} shall be brought 
to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed 
up in victory,” &c. The case seems to be this: 
Mr. W. can obtain, in his own time, that, which 
Paul receives as the gilt of God, when God raises 
him immortal. 

There are two modes of commenting on the 
Scriptures. One is.to explain the meaning of the 
sacred writers; the other, to give our own senti- 
ments and opinions, and palm them upon the world 
for the sentiments and epinions of others. Mr. W. 
has substituted in the stead of Paul’s words, his own, 
as follows—* To us [we pious good folks, the sum- 
mons of death is but the last trump of an arch- 
angel,” &c. Now we think, that Paul, if he in- 








qualified as Mr. W. to find a suitable mode of ex- 

pression! According to Mr. W. the summons of 

death, and the last trump of the arch-angel are one 

and the same. He also makes Paul speak (or rather 

speaks for him,) of a first trump! Mr. W. having 

disposed of Paul, concludes his paragraph, exult- 

ingly, saying, “.Man can do nothing,” &c. Pray, 

Sir, taking Paul’s testimony, (not your own,) what 

has man done? Answer, Mr. W. “ WE have ob- 

tained a complete victory,” &c. Answer, Paul— 

“Thanks be to God who giveth us the victory,”"&c. 

Now, Sir, the word “ HaLLeLusan!” comes with 

emphasis! 

Mr. W. in his third paragraph admits and con- 

tends, that “every soul” puts on immortality and 
incorruption on leaving the body, &c. This up- 

roots all his favourite schemes, and leaves him in 
the possession of error and absurdity. For Mr. W. 
must bend to the authority of Scripture, reason, and 

a host of witnesses. Pray, Sir, what do you mean 

by immortality? We use the word in the proper 
sense, and assert it tomean, “a life that cannot be 
dissolved.” Paul is explicit, when he says, “ As in 
Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made 
alive.” And Christ declares, “He that believeth 
not the Son shall not see life.” Again it is dec!ared, 
of God, the Father of all—“ Who only hath immor- 
tality,” &c. Is it possible for mankind to be made 
the recipients of immortalily, and remain unbeliev- 
ers, ignorant of the Son of God? Is it possible for 
mankind to be made alive in Christ, and be igno- 
rant of Christ, and out of Christ? To use Mr. W.’s 
most favourite plhrase—How is it possible for man- 
kind to be made alive in Christ, raised immortal, 
&e. unless they are “ conjoined to the Lord?” By 
consulting Ezek. xxxvii. you will learn, that life is 
communicated by the Spirtt of God; and, Sir, to 
your astonishment we presume, without man’s co- 
operation. Mr. W. left his commentary in a very 
unfinished state. Not so Paul’s declaration. Paul 
declares of the resurrection of the dead (indiscrimi- 
nately,) 1 Cor, xv. 42-44. “It is sown in corrup- 
tion, it is raised in incorruption: it is sown in dis- 
honour, it is raised in glory: itis sown in weakness, 
it is raised in power: it is sown a natural body, it is 
taised a spiritual body. There is a natural body, 
and there is a spiritual body.” Mr. W. will find it 
difficult to prove, that raising men like “ owls, vul- 
tures, swine,” etc. is raising them ih “ glory, power,” 
and with a “ spirilual bedy,” incorruptible and im- 
mortal. Consider your figures, class and analyze 
them—lIncorruptible, immortal, and glorious * owls, 
vultures, and swine,” with spiritual bodies!!! Sir, 
for the honour of human nature, we hope you are, 
by this time, ashamed of your crooked system. 

Mr. W. commences his fourth paragraph, saying, 
“Ip his third paragraph, Mr. F. requests s to show 
how man is to ‘ labour jointly’ with God, in effecting 
a change in his own moral character.” He then 
commMniserates our condition, as one of little men- 
tal experience, &c. New we consider this in the 
light of an attempt to run away from our argu- 
ments, and introduce a subject for discussion en- 
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cumbered with fewer difficulties. Sir, you must 
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go back. We cannot consent to have you walk off 
in this manner. We must be indulged with the 
privilege of making a little distinction between 
“man’s moral character” in this mode of being, and 
the “ Heavenly image” of another state, when he is 
raised “ incorruptible, immortal, and glorious, made 
alive in Christ,” &e. Now, Sir, to use your own 
terms, we repeat our question—whether to possess 
the immortality, Ke. which is the exclusive pro- 
perty of the blessed God, is not to be “ conjoined to 
the Lord?” Can aman be made alive in Christ, 
without being “ conjoined” to Christ? We wish to 
be answered—Will you show, how man is to “la- 
bour jointly” with God, in effecting this change ? 
This change from “ dishonour to glory ; weakness 
to power; a natural body to a spiritual body; cor- 
ruption to incorruption ; mortality to immortality ; 
an earthly image to a heavenly image ?” 

Mr, W. however, taking himself “ clean off,” pro- 
ceeds as follows—* The first duty to be discharged 
by man in co-operating with God to produce that 
moral change which all must experience in this 
world, or be for ever miserable in the next, is the 
work of repentance, for this is the beginning and 
foundation of the church in the human mind.” 
Will Mr. W. please to answer—Whai part of the 
Sacred Testimony declares, that man shall be for- 
ever miserable in the next world, unless he “ co-ope- 
rates” with God in this, to produce a moral change 
by a work of repentance? Now, Sir, we deny 
your premises altogether, and call upon you for 
proof. We also ask you, to prove that “the work 


of repentance is the beginning and foundation of 
the church in the human mind?” Paul says, “ For 
other foundation can no man lay than that is laid, 


which is [ What? Repentance! No!) Jesus Christ.” 


1 Cor. iii. 11, We read of Christ, that God hath 
exalted him, “ a Prince and a Saviour, for to give re- 
pentance to Israel, and forgiveness of sins.” Acts v. 
31. Not “ We have obtained,” &c. When you give 
your children bread, teach them to say, “ We have 
obtained” the bread, by “our joint labour, co-ope- 
rating” with our father! Carry your theology into 
your family, and let your children use your phrases 
daily, and you will see their absurdity. 

Mr. W. continues—* The Lord loves all men, 
but he cannot conjoin himself with any so long as 
they love and practise evil; and without conjunc- 
tion with him there can be no happiness for the 
creature.” We presume this is Mr. W.’s commen- 
tary on the following passages—Rom. v. 10. “ For 
if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God 
by the death of his Son, [or, aecording to Mr. W. 
our co-operation,| much more being reconciled we 
shall be saved by his life.” Ephes, ii. 4-7, “ But 
God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love where- 
with be loved us, even when we were dead in sins, 
hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace 
ve are saved,) and hath raised us up together, and 
made wa sit together in heavenly places in Christ 
Jesus. That in the ages to come, he might show 
the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness 
sowards us through Christ Jesus.” We presume, 
by being “enemies, and dead in sins,” Mr. W. 





means co-operating! At all events, we cannot sup- 
pose hiin to deal differently with these Passages, 
than he has done with the same Paul’s first epistle 
to the Corinthians. Mr. W. continues—« Every 
one, therefore, who wishes to be conjoined to the 
Lord, which is but another word for regeneration 
and salvation, must first do the work of repentance,” 
&e. This may be a commentary on the following— 
Ephes. ii. 8, 9, 10, “For by grace [co-operating} 
are ye saved, through faith; and that not of your- 
selves ; it is the gift of God. [Or, as Mr. W. says, 
“ We have obtained,” &c.] Not of works, lest any 
man should boast. [Paul, Paul, you are wrong! Mr. 
W. says, the man “ must first do the work of repeut- 
ance !”"] For we are his workmanship{How? Mr. 
W. informs us, by our labouring jointly, co-opera- 
ting, &c. The word ‘ his,’ meaning ‘ we,’ &e.] cre- 
ated in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God 
hath before ordained that we should walk in them.” 
It appears from Mr. W. that regeneration and sal- 
vation, mean, being conjoined to the Lord in this 
world. We have already given our understanding 
of the word regeneration. We understand by sal- 
vation, in its extensive sense, all the blessings which 
result to man through the whole offce-work of 
Christ; including the resurrection to a glorious 
immortality, &c. We have yet to learn, that all ful- 
ness dwelt in Christ, and that his mission to recon- 
cile all unto himself, will fail for want of man’s co- 
operation ! 

Mr. W. continues—* All the precepts of the gos- 
pel unite in urging us to commence this indispen- 
sable duty; all the exhortations of the Bible, from 
the beginning to the end, may be summed up ina few 
short sentences like the following : ‘Repent, ve, for 
the kingdom of heaven is at hand.’ Again, ‘ Repent, 
and be converted.’ And, again, * Work out your 
own salvation with fear and trembling.’” Now we 
do not like this disjointing of sentences, and giving 
only that part which favours the particular view of 
a party. Paul assigns a reason why the Philippi- 
ans should work out their own salvation “ with fear 
and trembling, for,” he adds, “ it is God who work- 
eth in you both to will and to do of his good plea- 
sure.” Now we caution our friend W. to do the 
same. Also to remember, that Ais own salvation, 
and God's salvation, are two things. God’s salva- 
tion consists in raising man, (not by man’s co-ope- 
ration, but by his irresistible power,) incorruptible 
and immortal, in the heavenly image of his Son. 
We shall now offer Mr. W. a criterion, whereby he 
may judge of his co-operating with God. The ex- 
hortation concludes, saying, “ It is God who work- 
eth in you, both to will and to do of his good plea- 
sure.” Now, Sir, God’s “good pleasure which he 
hath purposed in himself,” is, “ that in the dispen- 
sation of the fulness of times, [not in this world,) he 
might gather together in one all things in Christ, 
both which are in heaven, and which are on earth, 
in him.” Ephes. i. 9, 10. Sir, it would be an out- 
rage on common sense, to say, that a man is “co- 
operating with God, and willing and doing what 
God wills and does, when itis God’s “good plea 
sure to gather together in one all things in Christ,” 
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and the man’s evil pleasure to consign a part to be 
« for ever miserable Are you, Sir, co-operating 
with God in Salvation, when you consign your 
brethren, of the human family, to an endless hell 2 
Are you not rather co-operating with the devil in 
damnation 2 Weuse plainness of speech, for the 
eccasion demands it. You have the criterion. It 
is infallible. Apply it. Reader, to you, we say, If 
vou “love your neighbour as yourself,” you will 
never, in time or eternity, on earth, or in heaven, 
know peace or joy, if your neighbour is to be “ for 
eer miserable!” The man who could repose in 
peace, undisturbed, while his greatest enemy was 
writhing in the torments of an endl:+s hell, would 
be a devil! and better fitted for a hell himself, than 
for any other place or state which can be imagined. 
We urge the consideration of the following—If it is 
in evidence of hatred, to view with complacency 
the sufferings of another, how abominable must be 
the state of that man’s mind, who can not only 
view in prospect the misery of millions, with com- 
placency, but rejoice that it is to be interminable! 
Heaven, in mercy, grant, that we may never exhi- 
bit this inexpressibly wicked evidence of love to the 
brethren, to prove that we are regenerated. We 
reiterate the declaration, “If any man say, ‘I love 
(Giod,’ and hate his brother, he ts a liar,” &c. 

Mr. W. in his fifth paragraph declares, “ We have 
thus very briefly shown‘ how man can co-operate with 
God,’ in producing a change in his own moral cha- 
racter,” &c. and adds, “ But Mr. F. seems to think 
that this is taking too much trouble, and has, there- 
fore, persuaded himself and others, that the work 
here pointed out is neither necessary nor practica- 
ble.” To prevent misunderstanding in this parti- 
cular, we declare, once for all, that, man can do no 
more to obtain and ensure salvation to his soul, in 
the extensive sense of the term, than he can first 
produce his own being. We are “ God's workman- 
ship.” Man may now ask, as did the Jews of old, 
when they interrogated Christ, saying—“ What 
shall we do, that we may work the work of God 2?” 
And they shall receive the same answer—* This is 
the work of God, [not man] that ye shall believe on 
him whom he hath sent.” We believe every work 
of man to be comparatively good or evil, in propor- 
tion as it has man’s happiness or good for its object, 
or the reverse. Now “ God is not to be worshipped 
as though he needed any thing.” Therefore, man 
caunot co-operate with God, in any sense of the 
term, as assisting God to perform any work. 4l- 
mighty power needs not human impotence to suc- 
cour it! Infinite wisdom is above asking or receiv- 
ing counsel of man’s ignorance! And unbounded 
love and goodness can never receive any accession 
from the creature, whose first aspiration of love, 
is the gift of, and flows from, the uncreated Foun- 
tain and sodrce of lore! We believe and teach, that 
it is man’s imperious duty, to succour and befriend 
man, and, by every means in his power, to increase 
the happiness of his neighbour. Wo unto him, if he 
does not this. And the wo can come, and will come, 
too, but not in the unchristian shape of an intermin- 


them, “ by the mercies of God,” their heavenly Fa- 
ther, to forsake every evil way, and with full pur- 
pose of heart to worship God in spirit and in truth ; 
to love their brethren ; yea, their very enemies ; for 
in so doing they shall find a great reward, in the 
present world; and escape the hard way of the 
transgressor, as well as imitate their great and good 
Creator, who “is good to all; and his tender mer- 
cies are over all his works.” Itis because God is 
their Saviour and unchangeable friend, whose love 
cannot be quenched, for it “ts stronger than death,” 
that we urge all to confide in him. It is because all 
are brethren, have one common origin, and are des- 
tined to one peaceful heaven, that we exhort all to 
love each other, and, with gratitude, to acknowledge 
the benefits of the great Father of all; who “heals 
all thei: diseases, forgives all their iniquities, 1e- 
deems their lives from destruction, and crowns 
them with loving kindness and tender mercies.” 
Father in Heaven, we will, with thy power, spread 
the “ pound” of knowledge which thou shalt give 
us, and gladden the hearts of thy children whom 
thou mayest help to thy bounty. We acknowledge, 
O, Father in Heaven, that thou alone art God, and 
“we can do nothing.” To thee, therefore, be the 
ascription of all power, all wisdom, and all good- 
ness, for ever, HALLELUJAH! 

Mr. W. has introduced, in his strth paragraph, the 
figure of “ the ploughed field,” or the earth “ bring- 
ing forth fruit of herself,” to prove the co-operation 
or joint labour of man. Take Christ’s parable, (for 
itis a parable,) and the Scripture account of the 
earth's co-operation, and the subject will then ap- 
pear ina true light. Mark iv. 26—28. “ And he 
said, So is the kingdom of God, as if a man should 
cast seed into the ground; and should sleep by 
night, and rise by day, and the seed should spring 
and grow up, he knoweth not how. For the earth 
bringeth forth fruit of herself; first the blade, then 
the ear, after that the full corn in the ear,” &c. 
But not “ of herself,” in the sense Mr. W. would in- 
timate. We are willing to admit the earth has the 
same agency in producing vegetables, that man has 
in producing the “ kingdom of God.” For it is the 
kingdom, or reign of God, that is spoken of. See 
Isa. Ixi. 11. “ For as the earth bringeth forth her 
bud, and as the garden causeth the things that are 
sown in it to spring forth; so the Lord will cause 
righteousness and praise to spring forth before all 
the nations.” Again: Isa. lv. 10-12. “ For as 
the rain cometh down, and the snow from heaven, 
and returneth not thither, but watereth the earth, 
and maketh it bring forth and bad, that it may give 
seed to the sower, and bread to the eater; so shall 
my word be that goeth forth out of my mouth ; it shall 
not return unto me void, but it shall accomplish that 
which I please, [See Ephes. i. 9, 10.) and it shall 
prosper in the thing whereto I sent it. For ye shall 
go out with joy,” &e. Now, Sir, you have the 
figure ; examine it. The earth serves merely as a 
mould or matrix, to receive the seed, and the rain 
and snow of Heaven, which “ maketh it bring forth 
and bud,” &c. From the flowvet of the garden, to 
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tribe, none are produced by the earth, but by the 
power of God, whose rain, condensed by the air, 
forms the vegetable. The earth does not furnish so 
much as one grain, in the production of all the tim- 
ber and vegetables which have grown from the cre- 
ation to the present moment. And we have God’s 
assurance, that His word shall be as effectual in pro- 
ducing righteousness, praise, and joy, as His rain 
and snow has been effectual in producing vegeta- 
bles! A glorious consummation this, and demand- 
ing our praise in Hauuenusans! For the earth 
(the earthly man) can do nothing. It is the rain 
and snow of Heaven “ that maketh it bring forth 
and bud.” You may now see that we are “ God’s 
husbandry.” We are the clay, God the Potter. 
Mr. W. has yet to learn, that “to bring forth fruits 
worthy of repentance,” and to bring forth the king- 
dom of God, are two things. 

Mr. W. acknowledges, in his seventh paragraph, 
that man will be good, when he is raised in the 
heavenly image ; and adds, “ it remains with Mr. 
F. to prove that all men are thus raised.” We have 
done this already, and inform Mr. W. that Paul de- 
clares, of the resurrection of the dead, “It is sown 
in dishonour, it is raised in glory.” Again: “ As 
we have borne the image of the earthy, we shall al- 
so bear the image of the heavenly.” Again: “ As 
in Adam all die, even so, in Christ shall all be 
made alive.” Here is our proof. Disprove it who 
can! 

Mr. W. in his eighth paragraph, denies that being 
raised immortal confers salvation, for, he says, 
«“ devils, grant us such beings for a moment, will 
live for ever, and are, of course, immortal.” What 
have we here! Immortal Devils! and only for a 
moment, too! We shall not disgust the reader with 
a refutation of Mr, W.’s Devil’s immortality. The 
reader, by this time, must be acquainted with Mr. 
W., and properly appreciate his round barefaced 
assertions. Now we have Mr. W.’s own assertion 
that the “ rich man was immortal in hell.” Pray, 
Sir, have you no testimony whatever at hand, that 
you deal altogether in your own stock of assurance ? 
Or do you conceive your own head to furnish better 
evidence than the Scriptures? We are more con- 
firmed in our opinion, that your hell and heaven 
ave much alike. Immortality and incorruptibility 
are common to both places! Do you conceive the 
immortality of devils, and the immortality of the 
damwed, to be proved by your quotation ? Will you 
reply to this question—Did you quote the following, 
“ They that have done good, unto the resurrection 
of life; and they that have done evil, unto the resur- 
rection of damnation ;” to prove that the inhabitants 
of hell are immortal, and that the devil is immortal ? 
Are you so blind as not to see the antithesis in your 
quotation ? “ Resurrection of fe!” Sir, are not 
those the subjects of a “ resurrection of life,” who 
are raised immortal? who have a life bestowed 
which is indissoluble, which cannot be dissolved ? 
If this is not a “ resurrection of life,” we shall be glad 
to be shown what is. “ Resurrection of damnation !” 
Sir, is this a “ resurrection of life,” too ; of immor- 
tality ? Pray, Sir, what does Paul mean, when he 








says, “ to them who, by patient continuance in well- 
doing, seek for glory, and honour, and immortality, 
ETERNAL Lire?” Rom. ii 9. (‘That is, the atonion 
life, or life of the age, which is enjoyed by believers 
in this mode of being.) Does Paul mean, that those 
who seek for the life of devils, shall have the eternal 
life ? 

See John v. the connexion to your quotation ; 
verse 25, “ Verily I say unto you, The hour is com- 
ing, and now is, [What hour? Ans.] when the dead 
shall hear the voice of the Son of God, and they 
that hear shall live.” Men dead in trespasses and 
sins. Christ then declares that he has authority to 
execute judgm:nt. How? Weare told, “ He shall 
show judgment (not damnation) unto the Gentiles, 
and in his name shall the Gentiles trust.” Mr. W, 
is informed, that the word rendered damnation 
in verse 29, is properly rendered judgment, in other 
passages. Christ speaks of a resurrection in the 


present world, a coming forth out of darkness into 


another dispensation. Paul, 1 Cor. xv. of the re- 
surrection of the literal dead. We treated this sub- 
ject at large, in a former volume, and have shown 
its connexion with Dan. xii. 1, 2, that it refers to 
the end of the Jewish economy, the destruction of 
Jerusalem, &c. and the introduction of the Gospel. 
Mr. W. may prove, if he can, and not insinuate, 
that Christ taught that immortality was enjoyed in 
the grave ; not hell; for we deny that such place 
or state exists posterior to this mode of being. It 
remains for Mr. W. to prove the contrary. 
(To be continued.) 
—<_g>— 
FOR THE GOSPEL HERALD. 

Mr. Fitz—I have lately been favoured with the 
perusal of the “ Christian Almanack,” so called, for 
1824. This publication most of your readers are 
probably aware, is issued oy the American Tract 
Society, and the whole of its profits said to be applied 
to the circulation of Religious Tracts. In reading 
the editor’s address, I was led to some calculations 
on the probable expense and profits of this work ; 
from which, I am unable to reconcile some of the 
declarations to the Christian community. I am 
very far from wishing to accuse the American Tract 
Society, or its committee, of embezzling the funds 
of the Society, or of wilfully misapplying them ; 
but that there is mis-management somewhere, (al- 
lowing the most favourable construction,) seems 
evident to me. The Editor says, “ that the com- 
mittee of the American Tract Society, in their ninth 
annual Report, state, that the Almanack for 1823, 
has probably gone into more than 50,000 families, 
and that by the avails of it, more than 50,900 Tracts 
were printed the last year, and every person who 
purchased one, may have the satisfaction of know- 
ing that he provided for printing @ copy of a Tract, 
for perpetual circulation."—Thus giving the data, 
that the profits of one Almanack were barely sufi- 
cient to furnish one Tract. When the truth is, that 
the actual profits ow each Almanack, of an edition 
of this size, instead of furnishing one, ought to fur- 
nish ten Tracts, of four pages each, even at the 
price for which they sell them at Bookstores, and at 
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the Society’s Depositories, (that is, ten pages for 
one cent.) 

Tie Almanack for 1223, was retailed for 12 1-2 
cents, and it is reasonable to suppose, that the aver- 
age avails to the Society, were at least half-price, 
or $6, per hundred. This, for 50,000 copies would 
be $ 3,000 

The expense of this edition of 50,000, es- 
timating the printer’s bill at old established 
prices,* and paper at $250 per ream, would 
be about $ 945, which we will call 1,000 





This leaves § 2,000 
50,000 Tracts, of four pages, 
(which I believe is the usual size,) 
at one mill per page, is $ 200 
But admit the Tracts to occu- 
py eight pages, and add for the 
extra four pages, 200 
400 








$ 1,600 
It then leaves § 1,600 wholly unaccounted for, ad- 
mitting the Tracts cost precisely what they sell them 
for, (ten pages for one cent.) But this is not proba- 
bly the case, as we have here in the Almanack, a 
pamphlet of forty-eight pages close printed matter, 
atan expense, (on a moderate calculation,) of one 
cent for twenty-four pages! !—Thus by a minute 
calculation, we believe the actual expense of these 
50,000 Tracts would be considerably lessened from 
the above estimate. But in charity admitting them 
atthe amount above named, what, I would ask, has 
become of the suplus profit ? 

This Almanack is sent forth under the garb of 
Retigion. It has a Title, which guarantees its re- 
ception into the family of almost every one, who is 
favourable to the various Bible, Missionary, Educa- 
tion and T'ract Societies.—Its profits are declared 
to be faithfully appropriated to the circulation of 
Tracts, designed as an aid in the great cause of 
Evangelizing the world.—Those who purchase it, 
do it under the impression that its profits are thus 
applied, and that, by this means, they are aiding the 
vast system of Benevolence, and yet, here is the no 
trifling sum of Sixteen or Eighteen Hundred Dol- 
lars, on barely one edition of the Almanack, (if the 
foregoing statement is correct, and I think itis) 
which has never reached its original destination ; or 
if it has, no account has been made of it. These 
facts, Mr. Editor, I regard as worthy of serious con- 
sideration. It is not impossible, however, but the 
Committee may be able to give a satisfactory expla- 
nation of all the circumstances, in which case I 
sincerely hope they may do it. An explanation is 
certainly due the American Public; and I would 
respectfully request their attention to it. 


AN OBSERVER OF THE TIMES. 





“Lhave estimated the work at 50 cents per token and 
1000 ems, (technical terms in Printing ;) but I believe it is 
a fact, that you can go into almost any Printing Office in 


From the (Boston) Universalist Magazine. 


TO THE METHODISTS. 
BreTHren, 


You say that “there is but one living and true 
God, everlasting, without body or parts, of infinite 
power, wisdom and goodness; the maker and pre- 
server of all things, visible and invisible—And in 
unity of this Godhead, there are three persons of one 
substance, power, and eternity ; the Father, the Son, 
and the Holy Ghost. The Son, who is the word of 
the Father, the very and eternal God, of one sub- 
stance with the Father, took man’s nature in the 
womb of the blessed virgin; so that two whole and 
perfect natures, that is to say, the Godhead and man- 
hood, were joined together in one person ; never to 
be divided, whereof is one Christ, very God and 
very man, who truly suffered, was crucified, dead 
and buried, to reconcile his Father to us, and to be 
a sacrifice, not only for original guilt, but also for 
actual sins of men.” 

You will be so charitable, I hope, as to believe me 
to be honest and sincere, when I inform you that 
the above statements, to my understanding, are by 
no means free from contradiction and solecism. I 
beseech you not to be offended, but attend with 
candor to what I will endeavour to point out as in- 
consistencies in what I have quoted from your faith. 

Ist. You say, that the one living and true God, is 
without parts. 

2d. You say, that in this God there are three per- 
sons. These three persons you call the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Ghost. Is not this a direct con- 
tradiction? Are there not three parts, to what you 
say has no parts? If you say that the person of the 
Father is also the other two persons, that the per- 
son of the Son is also the other two, and that the 
person of the Holy Ghost is also the other two, 
need you be told that your language would be more 
correct, if you said that God has three names, but 
that he has but one person? But if you insist that 
there are three persons, then you must, as I think, 
allow that that portion or part of the Godhead 
which constitutes the Father, is no part of that por- 
tion «f the Godhead which constitutes either of the 
other two. So also, you must allow, that that por- 
tion called the Son, is not identically the same por- 
tion of the Godhead which constitutes the person of 
the Fathe, and the person of the Holy Ghost; and 
the same may be said of the person which you place 
last in the holy trinity. 

That we may have a clear idea of the evident dis- 
tinction of parts in the Godhead, let us suppose that 
one, who hasatrue and correct understanding ot 
this holy mystery, should address a prayer to the se- 
cond person ; the question is, would either the first 
or third person know himself to be addressed? If 
you say that the Father and the Holy Ghost would 
know that they were equally addressed with the 
Son, then you come again to the idea of one person 
who has three names. But if you allow that nei- 
ther person would know himself to be addressed 
only the person of the Son, then you establish the 
idea of a distinction of parts in the Godhead. 





New-York, and get work done for four fifths of that amount 


Furthermore, you establish the idea of this dis- 






. 
— 


p- io ape te cal 
ge 





- 
. 


es a» «, 
ene se oe ee ee 
- " 
Ee, _ 





od 


- 


-— 





z sree tt, Pyke tres qt Tepe 

































; 
ae | 
ae! 
- 

‘ts 
ae 



















216 GOSPEL 


HERALD. 











tinction, beyend all contradiction, in saying that 
* the Son, who is the word of the Father, took man’s 
nature in the womb of the blessed virgin.” You 
certainly do vet mean that the person of the Father, 
or that the person of the Holy Ghost took man’s 
nature ; but only the person of the Son. Uf the per- 
sou of the Son took man’s nature, and the persons 
of the Father and the Holy Ghost did not, then 
there is a plain distinction of parts in the Godhead ; 
for this person who has taken man’s nature, belongs 
as truly and essentially to the Godhead as either of 
the other two persons, neither of which have taken 
inan’s nature. 
But here is another solecism, if my understand- 
ing correctly serves me; for you say, that by the 
Son’s taking the nature of man, “two whole and 
perfect natures, that is to say, the Godhead and 
manhodd, were joined together in one person.” 
Here you contend, that the person of the Father, 
and the person of the Holy Ghost, are just as much 
joined to the nature of man, as was the person of 
the Son. Why then do you say, that it was the 
person of the Son, in distinction from the person of 
the Father, and the person of the Holy Ghost, that 
took man’s nature? If by the Son’s taking man’s 
nature, the whole Godhead, which consists of the 
three persons, Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, was 
joined to man’s nature, never to be separated, where 
is the propriety in saying that the Son any more 
took man’s nature, in the womb of the blessed vir- 
gin, than did the Father or the Holy Ghost ? 
Did not the Father and the Holy Ghost become 
united to man’s nature, at the time and in the same 
place that the Son did? If you say they did, then 
you must know that there is no more propriety in 
saying that the Son took man’s nature, than in say- 
ing that the Father and the Holy Ghost took man’s 
nature. But 
There isa more glaring absurdity still, in this 
creed; for you say the true Christ, who was con- 
stituted of the two whole natures of the Godhead 
and manhood, (which Christ must certainly con- 
tain, all the three persons in the Godhead, and the 
nature of man too, this Christ, you say,)' “suffered, 
was crucified, dead and buried, to :econcile his Fa- 
ther to us.” Ifa Christ who was composed of the 
whole and perfect natures of the Godhead and man- 
hood, was ever crucified, dead and buried, then was 
that Godhead, which consisted of the three persons, 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghost, crucified, dead, and 
buried ; and man’s nature too, was crucified, dead, 
and buried! Does not this absurdity defy all com- 
parison? But as monstrous as it is, it has its equal ; 
for you say that this Christ, who consists of the 
whole Godhead and manhood, “ suffered, was cruci- 
fied, dead and buried, to reconcile his Father to 
us!” Pray, who is the Father of the “whole and 
perfect nature of the Godhead,” which consists of 
the three persons, the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost? 
This Father cannot be that Father which is one of 
the persons in the Godhead, because the Christ, who 
suffered, was crucified, dead, and buried, to recon- 
cile the Father to us, was constituted of the whole 


consistent with reason, to say that Christ reconciled 
the first person in the trinity to us, than it is to say 
that he reconciled the second, and the third 5 Unless 
you please to add another contradiction, and Say, 
that neither of the persons in the Godhead, wa 
unreconciled to us, only the Father. If you say the 
person of the Father only was unreconciled to us, 
do you not see that you divide the minds of the per- 
sons in the Godhead, and so separate them, tha 
one may be unreconciled to us, while the others 
are not ? 

But as I do not believe that you mean that the 
Father, who was reconciled to us by the suffering, 
of Christ, was the Father of the Godhead, I mus: 
candidly believe that you have stated things jn, 
your creed that you have not the least conception 
of ; and that it is impossible for the buman under. 
standing to discover rationality and consistency jn 
such statements. , 

Once more, dear brethren, and I have done with 
this mystery. As you believe that the Father was re- 
conciled to us, do you not understand that you make 
the Father a changeable Being ? And would it not 
be more consistent with reason, as well as with 
divine revelation, to believe that “* God was in Christ, 
reconciling the world unto himself, not imputing 
their trespasses unto them ?” 

—~——- 
DEDICATION. 

The new Meeting-House erected the present sea- 
son in Bernardston, (Mass.) was dedicated to the 
service of the “ God of the whole earth,” October 
7th. Brs. David Ballou, H. H. Winchester, and 
Jahn Brooks, assisted in the ceremony. In the af- 
ternoon, Br. John Brooks was ordained to the work 
of the Ministry of Reconciliation. U. Mag. 


—-— 
PUBLIC DISCUSSION. 


WHAT 1S THE DEVIL! 


The “ Society for the Investigation and Estab- 
lishment of Gospel Truth,” will meet at Tolerton’s 
Academy, 63 Chrystie-street, on Turspay Even- 
ing next, at half past 6 o’clock. Subject, Luke viii. 
27—33. When, “ That OLD SERPENT, called 
the Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
world,” will be unmasked, and exposed to the view 
of the audience. His origin will be proved, and il- 
lustrated, and his end, and the manner of it, explain- 
ed and proved also. Those who believe in the 
PERSONALITY of the Devil, will have an oppor- 
tunity to show, how a “ blind and dumb devil,” 
(Matt. xii. 22.) can see and talk ! Also, to prove that 
a devil who is both “ blind and dumb,” can “ de- 
ceive the whole world.” Also, to prove that the 
translators were authorized to deceive the English 
reader, by giving words of a different import, the 
same signification. 

“ The Lord rebuke thee, Satan.” And the Lord 
will rebuke him, whether he be “ Peter,” or another 
who shall “ savour the things that be of men, and not 
of God.” 
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and perfect nature of the Godhead. It is no more 
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